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Introducing the 2018-2020 Fellows

Anella Fernández is a sophomore in Fiber at KCAI. She 
intends to pursue an Art History major followed by grad 
school and employment in galleries.
How did the Summer Academy change your 
perspective on curatorial work?
I didn't know I had an interest in curatorial studies. 
Through the introduction on different aspects of  a 
museum, I came to know the roles of  a curator - not only 
in the museum, but in the community and how we address 
different topics. I think what really impacted me was seeing 

that it's more than just putting images together. It's about the impact that you 
have on a community viewing the images. 

James Grau is a Junior minoring in Filmaking and majoring 
in Art History at KCAI. He intends to pursue grad school 
following graduation in 2020.
What was a memorable moment at the 
Summer Academy?
At the end of  the day we would all gather in the lobby of  
the door and play games. One of  the games was Categories. 
Oh that was hilarious! I just loved spending time with my 
peers after the day was over. The chemistry was great.
What new insight concerning the curatorial field did 
you gain through the Summer Academy?

There's so much to learn. As a curator, it never ends. You will continue to learn 
until you hang up your curator robe. Museums are highly complex with a lot of  
moving components that all have to operate in unison.

Summer Applications 
Due February 22nd

Fifteen students will be 
selected to participate in the 
2018 Summer Academy. 
A small stipend and 
accommodations for the week 
are included for those selected.

Who is eligible to apply?
• Individuals of  A.L.A.N.A. 
descent (African, Latino, 
Asian, Native American)
• Undergraduates currently 
enrolled at a university, college, 
or community college
• Individuals who can commit 
to two years and will graduate 
no earlier than May 2021
• Individuals with a strong 
interest in Art History, History, 
or Museum Studies preferred
• Must be eligible to work in 
the United States

What is needed to apply?
• Personal statement
• Resume
• Letter of  Recommendation
• Unofficial Transcript

For more detailed information and access to the online application please visit: 
https://nelson-atkins.org/careers-internships/
or contact Michele Valentine at mvalentine@nelson-atkins.org or (816) 751-1328.



About the Program
A Program Working to Diversify the 
Curatorial Field
The Mellon Undergraduate Curatorial Fellowship program (MUCF) 
is comprised of  two components: the Summer Academy and two 
year fellowships.  
Fifteen students are selected to participate in the Summer Academy, 
a one-week immersive, curatorial experience in the museum 
including individual and group projects, workshops, tours, 
discussions, and more.
Following the Summer Academy, participants are eligible to apply 
for a two-year fellowship in the museum. Fellows are mentored by a 
curator, learn about curating by working on museum projects, 
complete two 10-week summer work experiences, and attend annual 
National Convenings to meet with fellows from other institutions.
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of  Art participates in the Andrew W. 
Mellon Undergraduate Curatorial Fellowship program with the Los 
Angeles County Museum of  Art, the Art Institute of  Chicago, the 
High Museum in Atlanta, the Museum of  Fine Arts, Houston, and 
the Philadelphia Museum of  Art.

Museum Updates

October 19th, 6:00–7:00 pm in 
Atkins Auditorium, FREE
Talk:  Degas’ Little Dancer Aged 
Fourteen
Dr. Gregory Hedberg discusses a 
recently discovered early plaster cast 
of  Edgar Degas’ important sculpture 
Little Dancer Aged Fourteen. This cast 
has transformed scholars’ 
understanding of  Degas’ innovative 
masterpiece. A bronze version will be 
on loan from the collection of  former 
California Congressman Michael 
Huffington.

Our Featured Exhibition,
Napoleon:  Power and 
Splendor opens October 26th

(Glyneisha: second from the left)

Q: What impact did the Fellowship have on your 
education and professional goals? 
The Fellowship helped me understand what it is like to balance life as 
an artist, curator, and student. I feel that there is a large societal 
pressure that tells us we have to choose one path and by choosing to 
be both a curator and an artist we end up losing clarity in our goals. 
The Fellowship gave me a greater understanding of  how occupying 
both roles can inform an enrich each other.

Alumni Update
Glyneisha Johnson, 
2014 Summer Academy
After being a Summer Academy participant, 
Glynesha worked with the Exhibition Design 
department at the Nelson-Atkins. She is now a 
resident at the Charlotte Street Foundation 
Studio Residency Program. 

Q: What is your favorite Summer 
Academy memory?
Getting to see the museum’s storage and 
conservation. Many people don’t get to see 
these aspects of  the museum. I consider it a 
real treat to meet with the registar and 
conservators and get a glimpse into what their 
jobs are on a daily basis. In the conservation 
studio we also got to see Goodnight Irene by 
Charles White being inspected before 
consideration for inclusion in the museum’s 
collection.

Alumni Update
Isabel Vargas, 
2015-2017 Fellow
Isabel completed her BFA in Painting 
and Art History at the Kansas City 
Art Institute in May 2018. Since completing her fellowship in the 
South and Southeast Asian department in 2017, Isabel continues to 
curate the upcoming exhibition, Teachers of  Enlightenment: Traditions in 
Tibetan Buddhism, scheduled to open May 11, 2019.


